Statement of faith and core doctrines

e Apostles Creed - | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And
in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic (universal) church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

e While we also have specific convictions that speak to matters beyond the Apostle's Creed
when it comes to the doctrinal issues that might be deemed more secondary, Rosemont’s
spirit is best captured in the word of St. Augustine: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,
liberty; in all things, love”

e The Scriptures - We believe that “all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”. We, therefore, believe that the very
words of Scripture are the only complete and final revelation from God and are the
supreme standard of all faith and practice. We further believe that Scripture “never had its
origin in the will of man but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit”. (Il Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21)

e God - We believe in one God eternally co-equal in three persons, the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. (Deuteronomy 6:4; | Corinthians 8:6; 1 Peter 1:2)

e The Lord Jesus Christ - We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son of God
and that He became man when He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary. We believe that Christ led a sinless life, died for our sins, was buried and rose again
the third day according to the scriptures, and ascended into heaven. We further believe
that the Lord Jesus Christ is our Great High Priest and is the only sufficient Mediator
between God and man. (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; John 1:14; | Corinthians 15:3-4; |
Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 4:15, 7:25)

e The Holy Spirit - We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God, that He convicts of sin,
regenerates the sinner, reveals truth, and enables and energizes believers in matters of
prayer, godly living and service. (John 3: 5-6; John 14:16-17; John 14:26; John 16: 8-11;
Romans 8:14, 16, 26-27; Ephesians 1:13-14)

e Satan - We believe that Satan is a person, that he is the unholy god of this age, and the
leader of all the powers of darkness. We also believe that Satan tempted man into sin. We
further believe that Satan will be judged and ultimately cast into the lake of fire. (Genesis
3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-3; 11 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2; Revelation 20:1-3, 10)

e Creation and fall of man - We believe that man is created in the image of God. Adam, the
first man sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death, but also spiritual death,
which is separation from God. As a result of this original sin, all human beings are born
with a sinful nature. That sinful nature is demonstrated through active rebellion and
passive indifference to God. Man has absolutely no personal ability to merit God’s favor,
change his nature or his spiritual condition. (Genesis 1:27; Romans 3:10-18, 5:12, 6:23; |
Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 2:8-9)

e Gender, Sexuality, and Marriage - We believe that every person is created in the image of
God and must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. (Mark 12:28-
31; Luke 6:31.) Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual



are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of the church.
We believe that God created the human race male and female and that these two
genetically distinct, yet complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of
God. We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man
and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Genesis 2:18-25.)
We believe that God commands sexual intimacy to occur only between a man (the
husband) and a woman (the wife), who are married to each other. (1 Corinthians 6:18;
7:2-5; Hebrews 13:4, Matthew 19:4-6.) We believe that any form of sexual immorality is
sin and offensive to God. (Matt 15:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Matt 5:27-28.)

e Salvation - We believe that “it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast”. We
further believe that salvation involves repentance from sin and a turning in faith to Christ
as personal Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9-13; Ephesians 2:8-9). We believe that God
offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His
mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Corinthians
6:9-11.)

e Eternal security of the believer - We believe that each child of God is sealed by the Holy
Spirit and preserved for eternity. As a result we believe that nothing “will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35-39)

e The Church - We believe that the Church is defined as the body of Christ, with Jesus as
its head, and is comprised of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, thus embracing all the
redeemed called by God, born of the Spirit, and justified by faith. The Church is called to
meet regularly for worship, edification, equipping, fellowship, and correction so that God
is glorified, the Gospel is communicated, and believers come to maturity. Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper are prescribed practices for the Church that is for believers only. Baptism,
by immersion following conversion, is a testimony portraying the believer’s union with
Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper so that we
will remember and proclaim His death until He comes again. We believe that it is
appropriate and consistent with scripture for evangelical churches to cooperate with each
other in contending for the faith and for the furtherance of the gospel. (Matthew 18:15-
18, 28:19-20; John 3:5; Romans 3:26, 6:1-5; | Corinthians 10:31, 11:23-32; Ephesians
1:20-23, 2:19-22, 4:11-13; Colossians 1:18, 28, 3: 12-17; Hebrews 10:24-25)

The last things - We believe in the imminent, personal, bodily return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(John 14:3; Acts 1:11; I Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; James 5:8) We believe that all will be
judged by God, which will result in the eternal state of blessing for the believer and eternal
punishment for the unbeliever. (Malachi 3:18; Matthew 25:31-46; John 3:36)



